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GOAL 15: LIFE ON LAND 

A. General Statistics 

i. Pakistan is rich in biodiversity, particularly in the arid and semi-arid regions which cover 

almost 80% of the total land area.
1
  

ii. A number of animal and plant species are threatened and/or endangered largely due to 

over-exploitation and loss of natural habitat.  

iii. The Government of Pakistan prepared the National Conservation Strategy (NCS) in 1992. 

iv. Forests in Pakistan cover an area of 4.224 million ha, covering only 4.8% of the total surveyed 

area of 87.98 million ha.
2
 

v. The Government of Pakistan has taken a number of steps for the protection and 

conservation of biodiversity including the national protected areas system. 

vi. From 2001 to 2012, Pakistan gained 850 ha of tree cover equal to < 0.1% of the global 

total.
3
 

vii. In Pakistan from 2001 to 2019, 15% of tree cover loss occurred in areas where the 

dominant drivers of loss resulted in deforestation.
4
 

viii. In Pakistan, the peak fire season typically begins in mid-January and lasts 

around 8 weeks. There were 1,327 VIIRS fire alerts reported between 16
th

 of March 

2020 and 8
th

 of March 2021.
5
 

 

B. Progress Tracking 

Table 15 Status of Indicators – SDG 15 

Code Indicator Year Value Year 
Latest 

Value 
Unit 

Target 

2030 

15.1.1 Forest area as a 

proportion of total 

land area. 

2014-

2015 

5.70
6
 2020 4.8

7
 % 12

8
 

15.1.2 Proportion of   2017 12.31
9 

%  
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important sites for 

terrestrial and 

freshwater 

biodiversity that are 

covered by protected 

areas, by ecosystem 

type 

15.2.1 Progress towards 

sustainable forest 

management  

% change in forest 

area 

2010 -2.37
10

 2015 -2.69
11

 %  

15.3.1 Proportion of land 

that is degraded over 

total land area 

  2015 5
12

 %  
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